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The H. Clay “Junk” Whaley, Sr. 
Memorial Water Plant  
Awards  roundup   
 
As America’s largest operating MIEX® plant, this facility 
features many firsts in water treatment and design, which 
have earned it several civil engineering honors. 
 
It was one of only six National Finalists selected from 
hundreds of applicants for the ASCE Outstanding Civil 
Engineering Achievement (OCEA) Award .    Tom Friedrich 
attended the ASCE OPAL Gala in Washington D.C. on April 
23 with Todd Swingle, P.E., City of St. Cloud Environmental 
Utilities Director, to receive the finalist plaque. Joining them at 
their table was Kathy Caldwell, former JEAces President and 
ASCE presidential nominee.  Established in 1960, this 
prestigious award honors the project that best illustrates 
superior civil engineering skills and represents a significant 
contribution to civil engineering progress and society. 
 

The Florida Institute of Consulting Engineers (FICE) 
honored it with the 2009 Engineering Excellence Grand 
Award .  The project will be recognized at the annual FICE 
Gala on August 7 at The Breakers Resort in Palm Beach.  
The Engineering Excellence Awards program is designed 
to recognize outstanding contributions to the consulting 
engineering profession through comprehensive evaluation 
of projects by a distinguished panel of experts in related 
fields.   
 
The project obtained the American Association of 
Environmental Engineer’s (AAEE) 2009 Excellence in 
Environmental Engineering Design Honor Award —one 
of only six in the nation to obtain this honor.  Tom Friedrich 
went to the AAEE event in Washington D.C. on May 6 to 
accept the award for Jones Edmunds.  The Excellence in 
Environmental Engineering® competition exists to identify 
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and reward the best of today's environmental engineering. The award’s criteria define what it takes to be the best in 
environmental engineering practice: a holistic environmental perspective, innovation, proven performance and customer 
satisfaction, and contribution to an improved quality of life and economic efficiency. 
 
The plant was also recognized as a 2009 American Council of Engineering Companies’ (AC EC) Engineering 
Excellence Awards National Finalist.   The competition recognizes engineering firms for projects that demonstrate a high 
degree of achievement, value, and innovation. 
 
It also received Southeast Construction magazine’s Best of 2008 Award of Merit .  The annual “Best Of” competition, honors 
excellence in construction and design within the four-state region of Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. 
 
These honors carry with them considerable prestige across the civil engineering industry and numerous publicity 
opportunities through the various awarding organizations’ communications vehicles. 
 
Congratulations to all the staff who worked on this award-winning project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


